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Beyond Reasonable Doubt — Session 1
Introduction and Preliminary Considerations

 Thank you for your interest in examining the concept of biblical faith. It is our belief that over-
whelming evidence is available which proves “Beyond Reasonable Doubt” that God exists, that the 
Bible is God’s written word, and that Jesus is the Son of God and the Savior of the world. We believe 
that every able human being has certain needs, certain awarenesses, and certain worth. Through 
contact with knowable facts we can reach our potential for love, purpose, and hope. Our lives can 
be meaningful and joyful when we find truth and certainty. So this study is important to all of us.
 In this first session we will be discussing things that are necessary for fulfillment and happiness. 
We will be looking at true biblical faith and its benefits. We will compare the Bible definition of faith 
with the common misunderstanding of “faith” by the general populace and by the misunderstand-
ings of “faith” by many in the religious world.
 In the pursuit of this faith we will examine the trustworthiness of the Bible. We will try and ascer-
tain through looking at archaeology if the Bible is historically accurate when it mentions places and 
people. We will look at the textual reliability of the books of the Bible. As we do these things we need 
to be aware of some of the fallacies and limitations of these endeavors. Critics have sometimes not 
been fair in their assessment of the evidence, being unwilling to accept overwhelming evidence. On 
the other hand proponents of faith have sometimes gone to far in accepting questionable evidence 
only to be embarrassed later by a more complete and accurate rendering of the evidence.
 Included in the study guide for each lesson will be copies of various charts and slides that can 
help facilitate discussing that lesson. Please understand that ours is not an exhaustive examination 
of all the information available. It is an attempt to marshal enough evidence to convince an honest 
and open person that “beyond reasonable doubt” our propositions and positions are reasonable, 
warranted, and true.
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Questions about
“Introduction and Preliminary Considerations”

 1. Discuss the four things mentioned that all humans need for happiness and fulfillment.
 2. Can you think of other things that should be added to these four?
 3. What were the three essentials for a beneficial religion or faith?
 4. Can you add other items to these three?
 5. Did you see any significant differences in the popular definition of “faith” when compared to the 

biblical definition cited in this presentation?
 6. What was noteworthy about Paul’s words to King Agrippa in Acts 26:25, 26?
 7. What are some references that show that the authors of scripture knew they were writing the 

word of God?
 8. How might people’s backgrounds and beliefs affect their acceptance and interpretations of 

archaeological finds?
 9. What are some of the limitations we face in the field of archaeology and the Bible?
 10. How can a little knowledge of biblical chronology help in understanding archaeology and the 

Bible?
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Beyond Reasonable Doubt — Session 2
The Textual Reliability of the Bible

 Critics of the Bible often maintain that it is a book full of errors and we cannot know what the 
original writings were really like. What about it? Can we trust that the writings in the Bible have been 
faithfully copied and recopied and that what we now have is what was originally written? This pre-
sentation will help us answer these important questions. What do the facts show?
 The Dead Sea Scrolls discovered in 1947 help us answer these questions for the Old Testament. 
Up until that time the textus receptus (received text) was the foundation for our English Old Tes-
tament. This was the text received from Jewish scribes called the Masorets. These were the texts 
found in the oldest Hebrew manuscripts, dating to around 900 A.D. When we compare the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, which date from approximately 200 B.C. to 100 A.D. there is very little difference between 
them and the Masoretic texts. So, for over this 1,000 year period, there were very minimal changes 
in the biblical texts. The Old Testament has been very well preserved.
 The very early manuscripts for the New Testament and the great number of them and the wide-
spread distribution of them helped guard against fatal errors creeping into the texts. Comparing 
these manuscripts with each other enables any errors to be corrected since the errors in the different 
manuscripts occurred in different places. So the New Testament likewise is very true to the original 
composition and not full of mistakes and errors. We can trust our New Testament.
 In addition to affirming the textual reliability of the New Testament, the early widespread dissemi-
nation of the New Testament documents provided a very real way of falsifying or verifying the stories 
and people recorded in its pages. If the stories were false thousands of people who read the New 
Testament could have debunked these stories. If the stories were true, thousands could have, and 
did, testify to the truthfulness of these stories. Many gave witness to the truthfulness of these stories 
by giving up their lives, literally, rather than giving up their faith. People usually do not die defending 
something they know to be a lie.
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Questions about
“The Textual Reliability of the Bible”

 1. Why is having a reliable Bible important?

 2. Why might it be important to have some knowledge about how we got the Bible and how we 
can know it is reliable?

 3. Discuss the current arrangement and the approximate dates for the writing of the original Bible 
books.

 4. Discuss the importance of the “Dead Sea Scrolls.”

 5. Are you aware of any of the theories about the Qumran community that is located in close 
proximity to where the “Dead Sea Scrolls” were found.

 6. Why is it important to have early manuscripts for the New Testament?

 7. Describe the two types of Greek manuscripts and some interesting facts concerning them.

 8. What are the three important sources for recreating a reliable New Testament?

 9. How is it possible to correct errors in the various New Testament manuscripts?

 10. What are the “Big Three” Greek manuscripts for the New Testament?

 11. What is interesting about the history of the Codex Sinaiticus?
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Beyond Reasonable Doubt — Session 3
Archaeology and the Old Testament — Part 1

 We begin our look at Archaeology and the Old Testament in this session. Unbeknownst to many 
Bible believers there has been quite a battle raging amongst archaeologists concerning the validity 
and legitimacy of “Bible archaeology” over the past several decades. Many “minimalists” have called 
in to question long held beliefs about some of the greatest archaeological discoveries. As the title 
implies “minimalists” tend to minimize and even discount the findings of archaeological remains that 
might have something to do with or support the truthfulness or accuracy of the Bible. Sometimes 
it seems that some archaeologists let their interpretation of sites and artifacts be guided more by 
their backgrounds and beliefs that the evidence itself. No doubt some of this is in reaction to the 
unwarranted pronouncements by the “maximalists” who might tend to “maximize” claims about how 
certain finds prove the Bible to be true without adequate study or evidence.
 It is important for both sides to be honest and realistic. There are thousands of ancient sites that 
have not been excavated. Of the many sites that have been excavated, only a small part of these 
sites are often excavated. There is a wealth of stuff just waiting to be uncovered. New discoveries 
are being made every year. It might behoove individuals involved in this pursuit to not be quite so 
dogmatic about their finds. More evidence and information can and will change our interpretations 
on a regular basis. It is my belief, and admittedly bias, that the more truth we find from these finds, 
the more the Bible will be supported. My bias is not without merit. The controversy over competing 
theories about Jericho seems to illustrate that more study and excavations helps the position that 
the Bible is a reliable guide to the historical facts it records. The discovery of the Hittite empire like-
wise shows the Bible to be reliable and the critics to be in error. The Dead Sea Scrolls have affirmed 
the wonderful preservation of the Hebrew text in contradiction of many of the critics who maintain 
the Old Testament text cannot be trusted.
 And so the representative evidence in this session does shown that the Bible places mentioned 
and recorded parallel events are real. We can trust our Bible as a reliable source of historical record.
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Questions about
“Archaeology and the Old Testament – Part 1”

 1. How do you think a study on archaeology and the Bible can help students of the Bible?
 2. What are some of the limitations we face in the field of archeology and the Bible?
 3. How might peoples backgrounds and beliefs affect their acceptance and  interpretations of 

archaeological finds?
 4. What is the importance of the Merneptah Stele?
 5. What do you recall about the Shishak Relief?
 6. Describe the difference between the “minimalists” and the “maximalists” in Biblical 

archaeology.
 7. What does the discovery at Khirbet Qeiyafa seem to support?
 8. What is the significance of the “House of David” inscription at Dan?
 9. Discuss the significance of the Moabite Stone.
 10. What does Eliat Mazar think she has discovered in Jerusalem?`
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Beyond Reasonable Doubt — Session 4
Archaeology and the Old Testament — Part 2

 We continue our look at Archaeology and the Old Testament in this session. Our study will pri-
marily be covering the time of the Divided Monarchy of Israel to the return of the exiles from Babylon 
under the Persians (approximately 931-400 B.C.). In this time frame we find Israel and Judah in con-
flict with the Assyrians. Samaria, the capital of Israel and the northern 10 tribes falls to Assyria in 722 
B.C. Many of the Israelites are deported and sent to various parts of the Assyrian Empire. Likewise 
foreigners are imported from other Assyrian conquered lands to be assimilated with the Israelites left 
in Israel. Thus the Samaritan race begins.
 Nineveh, one of the capitals of the Assyrian Empire, falls to the Babylonians in 611 B.C. Later the 
Babylonians ultimately conquer Jerusalem, capital of Judah, in 586 B.C. Many captives are taken to 
the city of Babylon.  Babylon falls to the Persians in 539 B.C. Cyrus, King of Persia, allows the Jew-
ish captives who wanted to return to Judah. Jeremiah had predicted this 70 captivity.
 In this presentation we will see pictures of much confirming evidence of these events in inscrip-
tions, monuments and on reliefs. Archaeology has brought forth abundant evidence of the interac-
tion of these great world powers and the nations of Israel and Judah. Here again we see great confir-
mation of the historical accuracy of the Bible
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Questions about
“Archaeology and the Old Testament — Part 2”

 1. What Israelite king is mentioned on the Monolith Inscription of Shalmanesser III and what is 
said about him?

 2. What is unique about the “Black Obelisk” of the Assyrian King Shalmanesser III?
 3. Which Bible king is mentioned on the “Taylor Prism” of the Assyrian King Sennacherib?
 4. Share some of the details that make to “Siloam Inscription” so interesting.
 5. What was found in Babylonian records about King Jehoiachin of Judah?
 6. What is significant about the “Cyrus Cylinder” and how does it relate to the Bible?
 7. What is the importance of the “Darius Inscription” at Behistin?
 8. Share some thoughts on the significance of the Rosetta Stone.
 9. Which of the archaeological discoveries shown in this presentation did you find most 

interesting? Why?
 10. Are you aware of other discoveries from this time frame that you would like to discuss?
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Beyond Reasonable Doubt — Session 5
Archaeology and the New Testament — Part 1

 In this presentation we look at archaeological sites from the first century in Israel.  We can get a 
good idea of what the land and cities were like during the time of Jesus. We will find that many of the 
places that are mentioned in the Gospels can be identified. Contrary to the idea proposed by skep-
tics that the story of Jesus is just a fabrication of later liars or unscrupulous disciples, the stories are 
rooted in real and identifiable times and places.
 Of special interest in this session are several cites which Herod the Great had built. Among these 
we will look at remain of his structures in Jerusalem, Caesarea Maritima, Herodium and Masada. We 
will also view remains at Caesarea Philippi and Capernaum. In Jerusalem we will see some tradition-
al sites like Golgotha, Bethesda and the Garden Tomb.
 Again, it is important to note that the New Testament was written at the time it purports to be, 
in the places it claims to be and about real people who really lived. Adequate opportunities were 
available from the start for falsifying everything about Jesus and the Gospel records. But rather that 
stifle the movement the truthfulness of eyewitness evidence caused the movement to spread rapidly 
across the land of Israel and then across the Roman Empire within the first century. Only the truth-
fulness of the facts of the movement can account for the explosive growth of Christianity even in the 
face of persecution.
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Questions about
“Archaeology and the New Testament — Part 1”

 1. Review and discuss some of the major changes that took place in the 400 years between the 
Old Testament and N.T.

 2. What were some of the sites in Jerusalem that you found interesting?
 3. What did you think about Masada and the events that occurred there?
 4. What are some of the things you recall about Caesarea Maritima?
 5. What is the significance of the “Pilate Inscription” at Caesarea Maritima?
 6. What do you recall about Herodium?
 7. What was mentioned about Caiaphas in this presentation?
 8. What do you find interesting about the “Nazareth Inscription?
 9. Which of the items mentioned did you find most interesting?
 10. Why is a study of these sites important?
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Beyond Reasonable Doubt — Session 6
Archaeology and the New Testament — Part 2

 Paul and his traveling companions visited many important cities on his three missionary journeys. 
Many of these places have been excavated and great discoveries have been made which confirm 
and illuminate many of the people and places mentioned in the New Testament. In this session we 
will view Philippi, Corinth, Delphi and Athens as well as several others locations.
 What we find in visiting these ruins is that these are real places rooted in history and that the 
record of them found in the New Testament is reliable and trustworthy. We have no reason to doubt 
the truthfulness of these stories as they recount the steady growth of the Christian movement in the 
first century Roman empire. This rapid growth of faith gives strong proof of the reality of the claims 
of Christianity. If the teachings of Christianity were  based on imaginary stories or unreal people there 
were thousands of people who could have disproved the claims of those promoting these teachings.
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Questions about
“Archaeology and the New Testament — Part 2”

 1. This presentation chronicles some of the travel and activities of Paul during his “missionary 
journeys.” Talk about the significance of his conversion and subsequent missionary journeys.

 2. How can we explain Paul’s life and practices if all he built his life on was based on lies and/or 
fabrications?

 3. How could it be believed that though all the places and preaching results are real, the message 
Paul shared was all false? 

 4. What is the significance of the “Sergius Paulus Inscription” and story from Cyprus (see Acts 
13:7)?

 5. What are some of the interesting details of Paul’s visit to Philippi in Acts 16?
 6. What do you find exciting about the “Erastus Inscription” found in Corinth?
 7. What is the significance of the “Gallio Inscription” found at Delphi?
 8. Discuss the contest of Paul’s sermon on Mars Hill in Athens?
 9. Why did Paul bring up the resurrection (Acts 17) and what was the reaction?
 10. Why is the resurrection of Jesus important to talk about today in our preaching and teaching?
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Beyond Reasonable Doubt – Session 7 
The Inspiration of the Bible

 In this presentation reasons are given for believing in the inspiration of the Bible. By inspiration 
we are maintaining that God had a hand in revealing himself through written communication. We 
believe that the Bible contains his will for mankind. Though written by men we believe these men 
were guided by God. The questions below help us explore this wonderful book and the wonderful 
message it contains for all mankind: God cares for us and has worked throughout history and nature 
to show us his love.
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Questions about
“The Inspiration of the Bible”

 1. List the five reasons give affirming the inspiration of the Bible.
 2. Can you think of other reasons for affirming its inspiration?
 3. How does the problem of evil and suffering affirm God’s reality?
 4. How might the reality of our needs demand the reality of real solutions?
 5. Why has the world been created the way it is in regard to human choice?
 6. How does freedom of choice effect us and others in the world we live in?
 7. What do the prophecies of Jesus show about God?
 8. What does the origin of, and order, in the universe show us about faith in God?
 9. What is “Plank Time” and what does it show us about faith in God?
 10. What does DNA show us about intelligent design and God?
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Beyond Reasonable Doubt — Session 8
Evidence for the Historical Reality of Jesus

Did a man names “Jesus” really live? Was he made up by a group of misguided Galileans? This ses-
sion examines historical references to a man names Jesus of Nazareth. We believe there is compel-
ling evidence that Jesus was a real man of history. It would do us all well to be acquainted with the 
evidence and to know this man. Consider the questions below as we consider the evidence for his 
historical reality.
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Questions about
“Evidence for the Historical Reality of Jesus”

 1. Discuss the three “converging and convincing evidential sources” mentioned in this 
presentation.

 2. Which of the three is most helpful to you?
 3. Discuss the reasons given that seem to preclude the idea that this whole story of Jesus is a 

myth or a concoction of a group of either deluded or deceitful men or the invention of one man.
 4. What do you find especially interesting or helpful in the excerpt of Tacitus about the early 

Christian movement?
 5. Discuss the expulsion of the Jews by Claudius and the reference to this in Acts 18:2.
 6. Review and discuss what you find interesting or inspiring about Pliny’s letter to the Emperor 

Trajan.
 7. What is interesting about Josephus’ reference to Jesus?
 8. Why is the Nazareth Inscription significant?
 9. Discuss the importance of the prophecies in Daniel mentioned in this presentation.
 10. Why do you think we need to establish the historical reality of Jesus?
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Beyond Reasonable Doubt — Session 9
Considering the Claims for the Divinity of Jesus

 Jesus made great claims about his divinity and his purpose. This presentation looks at both 
the claims and the offered proof of his claims. If his claims are true then every human being can be 
blessed by who he is and what he offers. It is our belief that when all the evidence in honestly eval-
uated we can come to the definite conclusion that Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of mankind. 
Discuss the questions below as you consider this great truth.
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Questions about
“Considering the Claims for the Divinity 

of Jesus”
 1. List the five claims Jesus made about himself.
 2. Can you recall other claims he made about himself?
 3. What might be people’s reactions to his claims?
 4. Can you recall in Scripture any examples of people’s reactions?
 5. Is there a way to accept a “middle ground” regarding his claims
 6. What are the five ways listed inn this presentation that Jesus proved his claims?
 7. Discuss the weight and validity of each of these claims.
 8. How might the things “Jesus was for” and the things “Jesus was against” worked for him and 

against him?
 9. Who would have been drawn to Jesus and would have been repulsed by him and why?
 10. Why should each of us seriously consider the claims of Jesus?
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Session 1 Questions/Answers about
“Introduction and Preliminary Considerations”

 1. Discuss the four things mentioned that all humans need for happiness and fulfillment.
   Love, value, forgiveness, hope — John 3:16
 2. Can you think of other things that should be added to these four?

 3. What were the three essentials for a beneficial religion or faith?
   Real, relevant, rewarding
 4. Can you add other items to these three?

 5. Did you see any significant differences in the popular definition of “faith” when compared to the 
biblical definition cited in this presentation?

   Biblical faith is built on evidence, dictionary faith is “unquestionable belief,” almost 
opposites

 6. What was noteworthy about Paul’s words to King Agrippa in Acts 26:25, 26?
   Paul apppealed to the King to look at the facts, these things were “not done in a corner.”
 7. What are some references that show that the authors of scripture knew they were writing the 

word of God?
   1 Cor. 14:37; 1 Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17
 8. How might people’s backgrounds and beliefs affect their acceptance and interpretations of 

archaeological finds?
   Unbelievers may not accept facts that support the Bible. Overly and unfairly skeptical.
 9. What are some of the limitations we face in the field of archaeology and the Bible?
   Many sites unexcavated, many sites ae under modern cities, not enough money to 

excavate.
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 10. How can a little knowledge of biblical chronology help in understanding archaeology and the 
Bible?

   Keep the Bible and various finds in their proper place chronologically.

Session 2 Questions/Answers about
“The Textual Reliability of the Bible”

 1. Why is having a reliable Bible important?
   So that we can know what its message is for us and that it is true.
 2. Why might it be important to have some knowledge about how we got the Bible and how we 

can know it is reliable?
   Helps us understand when it was written, language and customs of the times, and 

knowledge of the early manuscripts
 3. Discuss the current arrangement and the approximate dates for the writing of the original Bible 

books.
   O.T. — 39 books 1,400 – 400 B.C. mostly Hebrew; N.T. — 27 books, 50 – 100 A.D. Greek
 4. Discuss the importance of the “Dead Sea Scrolls.”
   Copies of O.T. books are 1,000 years earlier. Show how well preserved and accurate our 

O.T. is.
 5. Are you aware of any of the theories about the Qumran community that is located in close 

proximity to where the “Dead Sea Scrolls” were found.
   Some say they could have been the Jewish sect of Essenes.
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 6. Why is it important to have early manuscripts for the New Testament?
   The earlier the more testable for truthfulness, more accurate rendering of originals, better 

understanding of doctrines
 7. Describe the two types of Greek manuscripts and some interesting facts concerning them.
   Uncials - earlier, all capitals, around 300; miniscules - more numerous, like handwriting, 

over 4,000
 8. What are the three important sources for recreating a reliable New Testament?
   Early manuscripts, versions from other languages, quotations from early Christian writers
 9. How is it possible to correct errors in the various New Testament manuscripts?
   Compare numerous different manuscripts from different locations. Errors are in different 

places, corrections obvious
 10. What are the “Big Three” Greek manuscripts for the New Testament?
   Codex Vaticanus, Siniaticus, and Alexandrinus
 11. What is interesting about the history of the Codex Sinaiticus?
   Sold to the British Museum in 1933 by the Communist government of Russia

Session 3 Questions/Answers about
“Archaeology and the Old Testament – Part 1”

 1. How do you think a study on archaeology and the Bible can help students of the Bible?
   Can better understand the culture, places and language, and how it relates to Bible peo-

ple and events
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 2. What are some of the limitations we face in the field of archeology and the Bible?
   Many sites not excavated, modern cities built over many ruins, not enough money to ex-

cavate many places
 3. How might peoples backgrounds and beliefs affect their acceptance and  interpretations of 

archaeological finds?
   They may be biased against belief in the Bible. Could be trying to make a name for them-

selves.
 4. What is the importance of the Merneptah Stele?
   Earliest non-biblical to “Israel” from around 1230 B.C.
 5. What do you recall about the Shishak Relief?
   From Karnak and mentions Shishak invading Israel. Shishak is mention in 2 Chron. 

12:1-12
 6. Describe the difference between the “minimalists” and the “maximalists” in Biblical 

archaeology.
   Minimalists minimize any Bible connections with finds, maximalists maximise everything
 7. What does the discovery at Khirbet Qeiyafa seem to support?
   There is compelling evidence for organized substantial villages around Jerusalem during 

the time of David.
 8. What is the significance of the “House of David” inscription at Dan?
   Earliest inscription with David’s name on it outside of Bible from 9th century B.C.
 9. Discuss the significance of the Moabite Stone.
   Mentions “Omri” king of Israel and the conflict with “Mesha” king of Moab from around 

850 B.C.
 10. What does Eliat Mazar think she has discovered in Jerusalem?
   Possibly the palace of King David or at least a royal building from David’s Jersalem.
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Session 4 Questions/Answers about
“Archaeology and the Old Testament — Part 2”

 1. What Israelite king is mentioned on the Monolith Inscription of Shalmanesser III and what is 
said about him?

   King Jehu offered tribute to him.
 2. What is unique about the “Black Obelisk” of the Assyrian King Shalmanesser III?
   Only relief picture depicting of an Israel king found to date.
 3. Which Bible king is mentioned on the “Taylor Prism” of the Assyrian King Sennacherib?
   King Hezekiah of Judah
 4. Share some of the details that make to “Siloam Inscription” so interesting.
   Tells how they dug from each end and met in the middle.
 5. What was found in Babylonian records about King Jehoiachin of Judah?
   Amount of food rations for him and his sons while they were in captivity.
 6. What is significant about the “Cyrus Cylinder” and how does it relate to the Bible?
   Show the policy of the Persians to return captive people to their homes, Jews in Babylon 

allowed this.
 7. What is the importance of the “Darius Inscription” at Behistin?
   Allowed scholars to compare the different languages there and then decipher them.
 8. Share some thoughts on the significance of the Rosetta Stone.
   Key to deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphics
 9. Which of the archaeological discoveries shown in this presentation did you find most 

interesting? Why?

 10. Are you aware of other discoveries from this time frame that you would like to discuss?
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Session 5 Questions/Answers about
“Archaeology and the New Testament — Part 1”

 1. Review and discuss some of the major changes that took place in the 400 years between the 
Old Testament and N.T.

   Fall of Babylon to Persia, Persia to the Greeks, Greeks to the Romans. The exile and re-
turn of Jews.

 2. What were some of the sites in Jerusalem that you found interesting?
   Bethesda, Garden Tomb, Golgotha, steps to Herod’s temple, Wailing Wall
 3. What did you think about Masada and the events that occurred there?
   Romans conquer after a long siege, over 900 Jews commit suicide rather than surrender
 4. What are some of the things you recall about Caesarea Maritima?
   Herod’s palace, huge man-made harbor, theater, aqueduct
 5. What is the significance of the “Pilate Inscription” at Caesarea Maritima?
   Shows he is a real historical figure at proper time and place regarding the New Testament 

period
 6. What do you recall about Herodium?
   Cone shaped hill built by Herod and where his tomb has been found
 7. What was mentioned about Caiaphas in this presentation?
   High priest during time of Jesus whose ossuary was found
 8. What do you find interesting about the “Nazareth Inscription?
   Apparently a reaction of Emperor Tiberius to the rumor mentioned in scripture that some-

one stole the body of Jesus. Death penalty on any other grave robbers
 9. Which of the items mentioned did you find most interesting?
 10. Why is a study of these sites important?
   Helps validate the reality of people and events mention in the New Testament
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Session 6 Questions/Answers about
“Archaeology and the New Testament — Part 2”

 1. This presentation chronicles some of the travel and activities of Paul during his “missionary 
journeys.” Talk about the significance of his conversion and subsequent missionary journeys.

   How can we explain his conversion and missionary zeal if it is not based on fact?
 2. How can we explain Paul’s life and practices if all he built his life on was based on lies and/or 

fabrications?
   He was an educated man with everything to loose by following Jesus.
 3. How could it be believed that though all the places and preaching results are real, the message 

Paul shared was all false? 
   Why would anyone make up all these things? How could anyone fool all the people with 

lies and deception?
 4. What is the significance of the “Sergius Paulus Inscription” and story from Cyprus (see Acts 

13:7)?
   Shows the reality of this governmental official.
 5. What are some of the interesting details of Paul’s visit to Philippi in Acts 16?
   Conversions of Lydia and the jailor and the earthquake which freed Paul and Silas. God 

saves.
 6. What do you find exciting about the “Erastus Inscription” found in Corinth?
   Most likely a reference to the same man Paul mentions in Romans 16:22.
 7. What is the significance of the “Gallio Inscription” found at Delphi?
   Helps us date events in Acts as Gallio ruled for only a year.
 8. Discuss the contest of Paul’s sermon on Mars Hill in Athens?
   Amazing that he preached about the resurrection to idolatrous people and sophisticated 

philosophers.
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 9. Why did Paul bring up the resurrection (Acts 17) and what was the reaction?
   It is the core teaching of Christianity and proof of its truthfulness and hope it gives.
 10. Why is the resurrection of Jesus important to talk about today in our preaching and teaching?
   It is a fact that gives credence to all of his claim and gives us the promise of life after 

death.

Session 7 Questions/Answers about
“The Inspiration of the Bible”

 1. List the five reasons give affirming the inspiration of the Bible.
   Unity, historical accuracy, foreknowledge, influence, scientific insights
 2. Can you think of other reasons for affirming its inspiration?
   
 3. How does the problem of evil and suffering affirm God’s reality?
   Cannot know real evil unless you know real good. Real good requires God.
 4. How might the reality of our needs demand the reality of real situations?
   Reality of real needs strongly infers the reality of real fulfillment of needs.
 5. Why has the world been created the way it is in regard to human choice?
   True freedom requires real consequences of actions. We are not robots.
 6. How does freedom of choice effect us and others in the world we live in?
   Our bad choices can bring bad results to us and others. Others’ bad choices can affect us 

as well as them.
 7. What do the prophecies of Jesus show about God?
   He had the coming of Jesus planned from the beginning. He knew that with freedom of 

choice we would make some wrong ones and thereby need forgiveness which he provid-
ed in Jesus taking on himself our punishment.
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 8. What does the origin of, and order, in the universe show us about faith in God?
   The creation shows God’s limitless power and unfathomable intelligence.
 9. What is “Plank Time” and what does it show us about faith in God?
   The short period of time after the creation event before which no one knows what matter 

was like or where it came from. Faith in an eternal God is the only reasonable answer to 
explain the origin of matter and order in the universe.

 10. What does DNA show us about intelligent design and God?
   Supernatural intelligence is necessary to create such complexity. It could not have hap-

pened by chance.

Session 8 Questions/Answers about
“Evidence for the Historical Reality of Jesus”

 1. Discuss the three “converging and convincing evidential sources” mentioned in this 
presentation.

   Early and widespread circulation of the N.T. documents. Archaeological evidence of reality 
of people and places mentioned in N.T. Persecution of early adherents strong evidence 
they would not die for a lie.

 2. Which of the three is most helpful to you?

 3. Discuss the reasons given that seem to preclude the idea that this whole story of Jesus is a 
myth or a concoction of a group of either deluded or deceitful men or the invention of one man.

   None would have concocted a story that brought its adherents pain, loss, and death. 
None could have deceived so many in the very country and so soon after these events 
supposedly happened.
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 4. What do you find especially interesting or helpful in the excerpt of Tacitus about the early 
Christian movement?

   Christianity had spread to Rome within 30 years. There were so many Christians in Rome 
and they were willing to die than recant.

 5. Discuss the expulsion of the Jews by Claudius and the reference to this in Acts 18:2.
   Most likely the Jews were expelled from Rome because of confusion and controversy 

over Christus, likely Christ.
 6. Review and discuss what you find interesting or inspiring about Pliny’s letter to the Emperor 

Trajan.
   There were so many Christians so early and so willing to die for their faith.
 7. What is interesting about Josephus’ reference to Jesus?
   He speaks of Jesus’ miracles and resurrection.
 8. Why is the Nazareth Inscription significant?
   Implies the Emperor knew of the rumor that the body of Jesus was stolen.
 9. Discuss the importance of the prophecies in Daniel mentioned in this presentation.
   Shows God’s foreknowledge and plan.
 10. Why do you think we need to establish the historical reality of Jesus?
   So our faith is founded on facts and so we can share this with others.

Session 9 Questions/Answers about
“Considering the Claims for the Divinity 

of Jesus”
 1. List the five claims Jesus made about himself.
   The Son of God; the Messiah; the Judge; the”I am;” The Way, the truth, the life.
 2. Can you recall other claims he made about himself?
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 3. What might be people’s reactions to his claims?

 4. Can you recall in Scripture any examples of people’s reactions?

 5. Is there a way to accept a “middle ground” regarding his claims

 6. What are the five ways listed inn this presentation that Jesus proved his claims?
   Fulfilled prophecy; miraculous claims; resurrection; teachings; impact
 7. Discuss the weight and validity of each of these claims.
   All were able to check out the prophecies; many had seen his miracles; hundreds had 

seen him after his resurrection; his teachings were unique and challenging; thousands 
followed him and had their lives forever changed.

 8. How might the things “Jesus was for” and the things “Jesus was against” worked for him and 
against him?

   Some would be drawn to him, others would be jealous of him and oppose him. Perhaps it 
depended on their needs and their position in life.

 9. Who would have been drawn to Jesus and would have been repulsed by him and why?
   Those who had power and wealth may be repulsed by him, they could loose their position 

and be challenged to use their wealth for the good of others. Perhaps the poor and ne-
glected people were drawn to his love and acceptance.

 10. Why should each of us seriously consider the claims of Jesus?
   The evidence seems overwhelming and the offerings of Jesus are what everyone needs. 

We all need love, value, forgiveness, and hope.


